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Maintaining the Street Tree Canopy 
 Will be Challenging
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Satellite Image East Side PDX 
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https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html



Street Tree Size Distribution
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Street Tree Inventory - 2018

• Street trees and available spaces were 
inventoried in 2011 by Urban Forestry with the 
help of many volunteers.  

• The inventory was  updated  in 2014, 2016, and 
2018 by the Eastmoreland Tree Committee. 

• The diameter (dbh) and condition of individual 
trees have not been updated.  Significant for 
young trees. 

• Planting and removal years may be approximate. 
• Information for all street trees is available on the 

Listing tab of streettrees.eastmorelandpdx.org.
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http://streettrees.eastmorelandpdx.org


Website, Map Tab Pop-up Examples
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Vacated Spaces (2011-2017), Count  = 158
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American Elms:  Existing 177, Removed 61



Recommended Trees, N-S, E-W
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2018 Inventory Review - Summary Counts
• Trees - 2011 inventory   3337 
• Trees - 2018 review 3410 
• Trees planted, 2011-2018 517 
• Trees removed, 2011-2018 444 
• Available spaces (strip >= 3 ft) 687 
• Trees + available spaces (strip >= 3 ft) 4025 

▪︎ Strip > 6 AND wires = N (big) 2223 
▪︎ Strip 3-6 OR wires = Y (small/moderate) 1802 

• Trees + available spaces (strip < 3 ft) 141
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Strip >= 6 ft and Wires = N
Trees 1911, Spaces 312
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Strip 3 - 6 ft or Wires = Y
 Trees 1427, Spaces 375
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Trees and Spaces in Strips < 3 ft
Trees 62, Spaces 79
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Maintaining the Street Tree Canopy Will Be Challenging

• Big tree removed, sapling planted. 
• Big trees cannot be planted under HV wires. 
• Some replacements precluded by clearance requirements. 
• Redevelopment:  lot splits and double driveways. 
• Residential Infill Project (R.I.P.) 
• No permits for strips under 3 feet. 
• Failure to replant (red squares),  
• Planting inappropriate trees. 
• Failure to fill available spaces (black squares). 
• Stalemate - diversity vs. pattern planting.
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10 Most Common Trees Planted 2011-2018
Strip >= 6 ft AND Wires = N

Common Name Code Count Height x Width
oak QU   39 50-70 x 40-50
elm UL 26 50-60 x 25-40
tupelo NYSY 21 30-50 x 20-30
ginkgo GIBI 18 50-80 x 30-40
dogwood CO   15 35-40 x 35-40
zelkova ZESE 11 50-80 x 50-80
katsura CEJA 8 40-60 x 25-60
red maple ACRU 7 40-70 x 30-50
ash FR   7 60-80 x 60-80 
beech FA   6 50-60 x 35-50
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10 Most Common Trees Planted 2011-2018
Strip < 6 ft OR Wires = Y

Common Name Code Count Height x Width
dogwood CO   43 15-30 x 15-30
red maple ACRU 19 40-50 x 30-40
hornbeam CA   16 20-35 x 20-35
redbud CECA 12 20-30 x 25-35
crape myrtle LAIN 12 6-25 x 6-20
tupelo NYSY 12 30-50 x 20-30
paperbark maple ACGR 11 20-30 x 15-25
Persian ironwood PAPE 10 20-40 x 20-30
cherry PRCH 10 25-30 x 25-30
ginkgo GIBI 10 40-50 x 20-30
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The 12 Most Common Trees, 2018
Common Name Count 2011 Count 2018 % Change
Norway maple 1103 1007 -9

elm 372 331 -11

linden 278 283 2

maple, other 145 157 8

dogwood 102 150 47

red maple 124 140 13

sliver maple 148 126 -15

cherry 128 122 -5

sweet gum 120 103 -14

birch 108 94 -13

oak 49 92 88

ginkgo 32 59 84
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Summary
• To maintain our street tree canopy, we need to plant 

big trees in all spaces that will accommodate them 
(strip >= 6’, wires = N), and moderate-sized trees in 
wide strips with wires (strip >= 6’, wires = Y). 

• Planting appropriate street trees should be the 
community norm, with the result that property 
owners now and in the future avoid planting 
inappropriate trees and plant and replant the best 
tree for the space as soon as that space becomes 
available. 

• Our gift to the future. 
• Questions/comments: thaselton@gmail.com
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